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The All Jammu and Kashmir Legal Defence 
Committee has been receiving a large number of in- 
quiries regarding the status and other information 
about the accused persons in what is known as 
“The Kashmir Conspiracy Case”. 


The public is aware that this case was launched 
by the Government of Jammu and Kashmir on May 
21, 1958 and on October 22, 1958, Sheikh Moham- 
med Abdullah, the former Prime Minister of the 
State of Jammu & Kashmir was joined as the chief 
accused. 


The persons are who being tried in the case are 
all well known throughout the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir and outside. Since 1931, their poli- 
tical stand has been the demand for the right of 
self-determination for the oppressed people of the 
State who fell victim to salavery in 1846 under the 
shameful sale-deed of Amritsar. Sheikh Mohammed 
Abdullah and his other stalwart colleagues have 
all along struggled for this right of Kashmiris. 
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This publication of “Who is Who” in the Kash - 
mir Conspiracy Case, will, it is hoped, meet the 
demand of the public for information about per- 
sonalities accused in this case. 


Dated. 10. 10. 1960. G. M. SHAH, 
Shaheedgunj, Srinagar. Counsel and Secretary 


Legal Defence Committee. 
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..."I firmly believe that the people of the State 
are the final arbiters of their own fate. A nation 
which is denied this right descends to the level 
of animals, since the difference between man and 
beast 1s that while man is master.of his 
destiny, the animal isalways driven by others. 
I will never tolerate that any power should con- : 
sider the people of Jammu & Kashmir, whom I 
have had the honour to serve for the last thirty 
years, as a flock of sheep and goats, to be driven 
by force, one way or the other. My whole public 
life is full of instances when I have strongly 
opposed all those individuals and organisations 
who evinced such intentions towards the people 
of the State."  —Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah 
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WHO IS WHO 


(Pen sketches of the “accused”) 


SHEIKH ABDULLAH 


“Then he (Gandhiji) invited the audience 
to cast their mental eyes on Kashmir and 
picture to themselves the condition of the 
people there. When he listened to the sound 
which the aeroplanes above made in their 
journey to Kashmir, his heart went out to 
the Prime Minister, Sheikh Abdullah and 
his people. He was a friend of all and 
made no distinction between man and man. 
He represented the non-Muslims as well as 
the Muslims. Gandhi remarked that those 
who were fleeing from Kashmir out of fear 
should not do so. They shculd learn to be 
brave and fearless and should be prepared 
to lay down their lives in defence of their 
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homes. This applied egually to all whether 
old or young or women or children. He 
would not mind if the whole of the military 
and the people of Kashmir died at their 
post im defence of fair Kashmir. How he 
wished that the Afridis : amd other ' free- 
booters were sensible enough to leave Kashmir 
alone”. i i 


(Gandhiji in his prayer meeting 
on 1.11. 1947. Quotation from “ 


“Delhi Diary”, by M. K. Gandhi, : 
P. 128.) 
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Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah 


(Sowra, Srinagar) 
(SO on 5th December 1905 in Sowra 
BD vinage, in'Srinagar. Matriculated from 
local high. School; graduated from Lahore 
and took the M.Sc(Chemistry) Degree from 
the Aligarh University in 1930. Worked 
as a teacher for a few months but his 
patriotic fervour and independent views 
were too. strong to allow him to continue 
in Government service. Resigned in 193i 
and organised Kashmir masses under the 
banner of Muslim Conference. His. magne- 
tic personality and .mass appeal roused up 
the Kashmiri. millions amongst whom he 
is known as “ Sher-e-Kashmir " (Lion of 
Kashmir). He fought for and largely achie- 
ved freedom , of press and platform and 
Constitutional Government in the State. 
He converted the Muslim Conference into 
National Conference in 1938 and completely 
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secularised its politics. Shoulder to shoulder 
with Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, he struggled 
for the emancipation of hundred million 
Princely States’ people under the banner 
of All-India States Peoples’ Conference of 
which he finally became the President. In 
1942 under his leadership Kashmir parti- 
cipated in the “Quit India" movement, 

On the eve of Partition he launched 
the “Quit Kashmir” movement, demanding 
the repudiation of the Sale-Deed of 1846- 
socalled Treaty of Amritsar-under which the 
British had sold people of Kashmir to Raja 
Gulab Singh. On the basis of the principle 
that sovereignty belongs to the people, he 
denounced Raja’s ‘Divine Right’ to rule 
Over Kashmir: He was tried for sedition 
and sentenced to 9 years of imprisonment 
and fined Rs, 1,500/-. Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, 
late Asaf Ali, Shri Bhagwan Sahai and Diwan 
Chaman Lal defended him in the case. 

Under the stress of tribal raids in 1947 
when the Maharaja fled and his adminis- 
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tration collapsed, he became Head of the 
Jammu and Kashmir State Emergency Go- 
vernment. Organised the people to resist the 
tribal raiders untill Indian Army arrived. 
In those crucial days of Kashmir's history 
when the whole sub-continent was engulfed 
in the flames of communal strife, it was 
his inspiring leadership alone which helped 
Kashmir to maintain absolute communal 
harmony and peace. Gandhiji was so deeply 
impressed by this unique achievement that 
in his prayer speech on 29th December 1947, 
he said that: 


"It is on the Kashmir soil that Islam 
and Hinduism ave being weighed. If both 
pull their weight correctly and in the same 
direction, the chief actors will cover them- 
selves with glory and nothing can move 
them from their joint credit. My sole 
hope and prayer is that Kashmir should 
become a beacon light to this benighted sub- 
continent.” é 
(Delhi Diary, P - 295) 
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The task of maintaining communal 
peace in Kashmir would appear particularly 
Temarkable when viewed in the context 
of grave provocations that were being added 
to the inflamable situation of 1947. It 
was rock-like determination of Sheikh Saheb 
and the unflinching faith of the people of 
Kashmir in him. that calmed down the 
passion. in the Valley. It is also a tribute 
to his perseverence and persuasive powers 
that he extinguished the flame of Hindu 
fanaticism in Jammu, and brought the Orgy 
of killing and violence to an end. How 
successful be was in healing process among 
all communities, is proved by the fact that 
it was only in Kashmir that the refugee 
camps that were started by Begum Abdul- 
lah, when he was in Jail in 1947, could 
be reorganised on non-communal lines-Hindu 
Muslim and Sikh refugees lived together 


in these camps and their rehabilitation pro- 
blems dealt with likewise. 


Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah became 
the first popular Prime Minister of the 
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State in 1918. He was also a Member 
of the Indian Constituent Assembly and 
is a signatory to the Indian Constitution. 
Was a member of India’s Delegation to the 
U.N.O. in 1948-49. Some of the outstanding 
achievements of his regime are termination 
of Jagirdari, abolition of big landed estates, 
fixing of land ceiling at 23 acres, liquidation 
of debts and transfer, without compensation, 
millions of kanals of land to the landless 
peasants. It was also in his time that the 
hereditary rule. of the royal family was 
abolished and replaced by the system of an 
elected Head of the State, Further, he reor- 
ganised educational institutions and started 
the University of Jammu and Kashmir; 
the State was linked with rest of India 
through Jammu-Pathankot ‘Road; scheme 
of Banihal Tunnel was finalised; transport 
was organised on national basis, Sindh Hy- 
dro-Electric Project was taken in hand and 
'begar' was abolished. Due to partition of 
India and raids, trade got dislocated. So 


â 
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emporia in many cities of India were started. 
Co-operative Societies, co-operative banks 
and Co-operative Stores came into being. 
Election system was introduced for the posts 
of village headmen in place of hereditary 
system of Zaildars and Nambardars. 

It is a tribute of his remarkable qualities 
of administration that despite tribal raids, 
communal riots in Jammu and Indo-Pak 
armed conflict, normalcy was restored in 
the State in no time andthe law and 
order situation was perfectly under control 
soon after his takingover the govern- 
ment. The crime situation, all along 
his tenure of Prime-ministership, showed 
à continuing improvement. Never did women 
in general feel such a sense of security as in 
this period and steps were taken to give them 
opportunities to play an effective role in 
national life. He also played an important 
role in assisting the Union Government and 
national leaders in restoring communal har- 
mony and goodwill in rest of India by 
touring nearly all the cities of India 
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and bringing about understanding between. 
the fear-stricken Muslims. and other com- 
munities. He tried to eradicate -all-round 
corruption which also included some collea- 
gues and public workers. To them he gave 
a solution for appointing an impartial En- 
quiry Commission to enquire into all-round 
charges of corruption against public-men : 
which also included himself. Instead of ac- 
cepting this they took to the path of intrigue 
and collaborating with other conspirators. 
In the international. field differences, 
unfortunately, arose between him and Go- 
vernment of India on the question of 
speedy settlement of Kashmir Dispute on 
the bases of the Commitments made by 
India internationally and the promises held 
out to the people of Kashmir. This created 
hostility against him in the ruling circles 
in Delhi In the domestic field vested 
interests and communalists in India as well 
as within the State got very perturbed 
by his forthright policies against exploita- 
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tion, Corruption and Communal fanaticism. 
All these forces, therefore, combined and 
hatched a conspiracy to overthrow him 
in collaboration with some of his old 
colleagues who were afraid of being exposed 
if an Enquiry Commission against corruption 
as suggested -by Sheikh Sahib materialised. 


So on 9th of August 1953, at 2 A.M. 
coup d’etat was staged in which he was un- 
constitutionally and undemocratically depo- 
sed, and detained and a maligning campaign 
of attributed motives was launched against 
him, without giving him an opportunity to 
clarify his stand. This detention continued 
for 43 years. On a premeditated plan to re- 
detain him as early as possible, he was 
released on 8th January 1958 and re-arrested 
on 29th April 1948 under the Preventive 
Detention Act. Later on in October 1958 
included, among the accused in the Kash- 
mir Conspiracy Case. 

Nothing could be farther from truth 


than to accuse Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah 
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of communalism. For not even worst Oppo- 
nents of him can cite a single incident of 
communal conflict or violence on the part 
of his followers. Indeed an invariable slogan 
at every meeting of his group is “Hindu- 
Muslim-Sikh Itihad Zindabad”. 


Similarly his messages to the people at 
the time of his detentions in 1953 and 
1958 belie the allegation that he called 
upon the people to take to “violent re- 
volution", It goes to the credit of the 
people for keeping peaceful even against 
most provocative rebukes. They have con- 
tinued to do so and thus upheld their 
leader's directive to them. 


The steadfast devotion to his ideals 
despite numerous provocation and .misunder- 
standings, might prolong his struggle but 


there can be no doubt about the ultimate 
triumph of truth. 
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Mirza Mohammad . Afzal Beg 


< (Sarnal, Anantnag) 


A GE 52, earned fame as an astute lawyer 


when in his twenties he was attracted 
by the personality of Sheikh Abdullah. 
Though belonging to a district town, he 
soon rose to become a trusted lieutenant ot 
the Lion of Kashmir. Greatly contributed to 
secularise Kashmir politics which ultimately 
led to the conversion of the Muslim Con- 
ference into the National Conference in 1938. 
Was one of the leading members of the 
All India States” peoples’ Conference, headed 
by Shri Jawaharlal Nehru. Ever since in- 
ception of the Legislative Assembly in the 
State, he was invariably returned uncontes- 
ted to the House; was made the first 
popular minister in 1944 when diarchical 
form of Government was introduced in the 
State, earned the reputation of being one 
of the, best parliamentarians; gave up 
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ministership on the call of the party in 
1946: imprisoned during the “Ouit Kashmir” 
movement in the same year, released after 
the partition which brought in its wake 
a tribal raid on the State. When Maharaja's 
Government was replaced by the Emergency 
Administration, with Sheikh Sahib as Head 
of Administration, Beg Saheb was put in- 
charge of his home district; made unique 
contribution in maintaining communal peace 
and organizing national resistance under 
most provocative conditions. Later partici- 
pated in the making of the Indian Cons- 
titution which carries his signature as one 
of the founding member of the Indian 
Republic. As Revenue and Rehabilitation 
"Minister in Sheikh Abdullah's cabinet, was 
in charge of implementing revolutionary 
measures like liquidation of Debts, Tenancy 
laws and land reforms that made the tillers 
owners of their land besides the resettle- 
ment of thousands of refugee families from 
the' Pak-held areas and a realistic food 


11 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


policy aiming at restricting imports .and 
advancing agriculture. Was chosen as the 
Chairman of Fundamental Rights and Basic 
Principles Committee of the Constituent 
Assembly but before those bodies could 
conclude their labours, he was detained on 
August 9, 1953, along with Sheikh Abdullah; 
On Medical grounds released in 1954. 


By this time, in the State Assembly 
the persecuted and victimised M. L. As had 
formed themselves into a group and started 
functioning as an opposition, called “Demo- 
cratic Front”. Beg Saheb was elected their 
leader. He then organised this group and 
in collaboration with P. S. P. members, set 
up-the first opposition group in the State 
Assembly. They were faced with stiff res- 
istance from the ruling party who would 
not allow the group to function collectively 
or individually to discharge their duties 
as M.L.As in their constituencies. A 
number of political trials were also being 
conducted in the State. So Beg Saheb formed 
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the legal defence group in the State for figh- 
ting them. Here again functioning was made 


impossible as courts judgments adverse to the 
authorities were not honoured by them. The 
atmosphere was filled with perverted and 
attributed versions of plebiscite and others 
in the name of detained leaders. There- 
fore on 9th August 1955 organized the 
Plebiscite Front to urge early settlement 
of the Kashmir accession question, to the 
satisfaction of all, and to ensure growth of 
democracy in Kashmir. Elected its first 
President. In December 1955 redetained. 
Again released in 1956 for six days to enable 
him to attend the Constituent Assembly. As 
opposition leader, he questioned the Constitu- 
ent Assembly’s competence on the grounds of 
its having lost confidence of the people. He 
along with his party boycotted the Assem- 
bly on 23rd October, 1956. On the follow- 
ing day was rearrested under Preventive 
Detention Act and is behind bars since then. 


In May 1958 was involved in what 
13 
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is known as the Kashmir Conspiracy Case, 
enquiry of which is pending for the last 
two years before the Special Magistrate 
at Jammu. 
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! Mohammed Aki 
V.P, (Sopore, Kasimir} 

YA NON 85. Belongs to a respectable Soofi 
JS family engaged in business. A teacher 
in Government Service. Later resigned. 
In 193i joined the Freedom movement 
led by Shre-i-Kashmir Sheikh Mohammed 
Abdullah. Since 1932 often arrested in 
connection with the movements, convicted 
and sent to jail. In “Quit Kashmir" move- 
ment detained for about 14 years. Since 198i 
held offices of the various Committees of tiic 
Muslim Conference including Working Com- 
mittee National Conference always remained 
Working Committee member. Remained pre- 
sident of Baramulla District National 
Conference. “ater elected member of the 
first Assembly in Jammu & Kashmir Siate, 
keown as “Praja Sabha”, p. oi (he 
iion Committee of the historical session 
of the National Conference at qu s 1945. 
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In 1947 communal riots under the ban- 
ner of National Conference and along with 
his other colleagues, worked for Hindu- 
Muslim unity in the State when the 
raiders attacked Baramulla. The State ad- 
ministration had collapsed, he with other 
colleagues organized resistance against the 
raiders and kept them at bay until Indian 
Army came to their help, and also Orga- 
nized local militia. A prize of Rs. $0,000 
was announced for his head by the enemy. 


Under the Emergency administration 
was Administrative Officer of Baramulla. 
In 1952 elected as Member of the Indian 
Parliament by the State Assembly. 


In 9th August 1953 coup strongly pro- 
tested against Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah's 
and other colleague's ilegal and  unccns- 
titutional dismissal and detention and reign 
Of terror in the State, On about 13th 
August 1953 from Delhi went to Srinagar 
for a short visit to his place. There at 


46 
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the airport was met by Shri Shyamlal Saraf 
a Minister, who took him to his residence 
from where later detained. After his release 
he continued “his struggle against the ter- 
roristic measures of the Government. 
Founder - Member of the Plebiscite Front 
which was formed by Mirza Mohammed 
Afzal Beg in 1955. Elected Vice President. 
Became second Acting President of All 
Jammu and Kashmir Plebiscite Front, after 
Beg Sahib's arrest. In 1956 arrested again 
and kept under detention for about two 
years. In 1958 again acted as acting Presi- 
dent of the Front. He organized Sheikh 
Mohammed Abdullah's tour of Baramulla 
district which did not materialise asa day, 
before Soofi Saheb was arrested in connection 
with Hazratbal case. During that period he 
and his colleagues were subjected to bar- 
barous treatment. Later involved in the 
Kashmir Conspiracy Case. 
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Kh. Ali Shah 


(Bagh Magharmal, Srinagar.) 


GE 60. A perfect gentleman, one of the 
JR... respected personalities of Kashmir. 
An ableand havest administrator of pro- 
gressive out look. During Emergency admi- 
nistration become Governor of Kashmir and 
then became Deputy Revenue Minister and 
Deputy Home Minister. Ali Shah ‘tendered 
Tesignation; since then a target of rulingmen, 
subjected to inhuman torture in the Interr- 
ogation Centre; f later involved in Hazratbal 
Murder Case and Kashmir Conspiracy Case. 
Spends most of his time in meditation since 
he is of mystic bent of mind. His family 
in particular a special target of brutal 
repression. His house beseiged on several 
occasions by Government hired GUNDAS. 
All his male family members including teen 


+See Kashmir SEN pita Case Report 1 Page 16 
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agers were arrested. He was under deten- 
tion since 1953 with intremittent releases 
uptill 1958, when on his release in 58 he 
was detained and later involved in cases 
refered to above. 

Founder member of the Plebiscite Front 
became third acting president of the 
Plebiscite Front in 1956. On Sheikh 
Sahib’s release was also released with him 


'and was made the first president of the 


Legal Defence Committee. Next day ar- 
rested, 
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Kh. Mohiuddin Zargar (Shawi) 


(Islamabad, Kashmir.) 


A GE 37. At present accused in the two 


political cases i.e. Kashmir Conspiracy 
Case and Bomb  Expolsion Case, In his 
college days at Srinagar and Aligrah, asso- ` 
ciated himself with the National Movement 
for freedom. After graduation in law, joined 
the Bar at Anantriag in 1947. Arrested and 
detained under the Public Security Act in 
June 1948 and spent most of the period 
of six months of detention in Central Jail 
and Bahoo Fort, Jammu. On release elected 
Secretary, Bar Association Anantnag, Again 
arrested in November 1952 and involved 
in the case State Vs. Pir Abdul Ghani and 
' others - The Trikkar Case - was tried under 
the Enemy Agents Ordinance, Its proceed- 
ings were held in camera and he was 
convicted and sentenced on various counts 
to an aggregate period of over thirteen years 
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rigorous imprisonment plus a heavy fine. 
He faced the verdict with remarkable com- 
posure and equanimity. The coup d'tate in 
August 1953 resulted in peaceful demons- 
tration in different parts of the stale. As a 
gesture of appeasement against Sheikh 
Saheb, Bakshi Ghulasi Mohammad, who 
came into power that time, released 
him and bis associates in Nobember 1953. 
From 1955 to August 1957 conducted 
major political cases in Anantnag. Joined 
the Plebiscite Front soon after its formation 
in 1955, elected Anantnag . District Presi- 
dent and a merber of the Central Execu- 
tive. Acted as the president of the Plebis- 
cite Front From 2nd October 1956 to 6th 


August 1957 when he was arrested in conn- 


ection with ihe case State Vs. Rehman Shagoo 
and others- The Bomb case Srinagar Later 
in 1958 involved in the Kashmir Conspiracy 
Case. " 
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Eg... 


Kh. G. M. Hamdani (Zuhra) 


(Vakil, High Court, Srinagar.) 


BOUT 48. As a boy, during British 
“#0w-regime arrested at Lahore in the Cong- 
‘ress Movement for defying a prohibitory 
order in 1928. Appeared in the matricu- 
lation examination as a political prisoner. 
In 1931 again arrested at Sialkot in Ahrar 
Movement. Worked as a volunteer in the 
All Jammu & Kashmir Muslim Conference 
in 1934 for demanding responsible govern- 
,ment under the aiges of Maharaja. Again 
{arrested in the National Movement. Earned 
one year's imprisonment in the « Quit 
Kashmir " Movement. 


Thrice elected as the District President 
of Srinagar, Badgam and Ganderbal National 
Conference Committees; often acted as its 
officiating General Secretary. A member of 
the KashmirC onstituent and Legislative 
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Assembly. Prior to 9th August 1953 Deputy 
Health and Development Minister. 

In 1947 headed the then honorary Peace 
Brigade organization founded under the 
leadership of Shiekh Sahib, to maintain com- 
munal harmony in the state and also led 
a peace delegation to restore communal- 
amity in Poonch, Kajari, jhangar, tc. After 
August 1953 formed the first opposition 
in the State Assembly in the name of ‘Demo- 
cratic Front’. in 1955 on the formation 
of the Plebiscite Front became its General 
Secretary. 

A number of fictitious cases lodged but 
was discharged in allof them. In February 
1958 he was again arrested as an accused 
in the Hazratbal roiting case and was in- 
volved in the Kashmir .Conspiracy Case. 
Now on medical grounds he is on bail in 
both the Hazratbal Case and the Kashmir 
Conspiracy Case. 
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Ghulam Mohiudin Shah 
(Bagh Magharmal, Srinagar.) 

AX GE 26. Youngest of the accused; 
JS son of Kh. Ali Shah, Ex Deputy Home 
Minister, also accused in this case. Was 
first arrested in August 1953 and underwent 
detention for a period of seven Months while 
he was on holiday from Aligarh. Was mur- 
derously attacked in 1955 along with Sofi 
Mohd Akber, Ex- M. P. in Kashmir Guest 
House Hotel by National Conference hooli- 
gans, prominent among them being some 
office bearers of the Tehsil National Confer- 
ence and of the National Conference Srinagar 
including a Member of the State Assembly; 
fresh from Aligarh University, in 1958 had 
hardiy started legal practice in Srinagar 
when arrested; earlier, Sheikh Saheb had 
chosen him as a member of the legal de- 
fence committee which he constituted to 
"aid the first batch of the accused involved 
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in the Hazratbal Riot and Murder Case in 
which Shah was also later involved: present- 
ly assisting Mirza Muhammed Afzel Beg in 
legel defence within the four walls of the 
prision. His indeedis an old head on young 
shoulders with all that makes one the apple 
of the youth’s eye. 
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Pir Abdul Gani 


(Anantnag, Kashmir) 


NS 33. A staunch follower of Sheikh 


sahib; always stood up against commu- 
nalists and opportunists who exploited poor 
peasantry of his illaga Islamabad, Anant- 
nagh. Joined National Conference in 1939 
and attended, as a delegate, the historic 
convention of the National Conference held 
at Sopore in 1945. Underwent imprisonment 
and fines thrice during the ‘Quit Kashmir’ 
movement. Elected as Secretary of the 
Tehsil National Conference Anantnag, and 
continued as such until August 1953 when 
he was arrested and detained for a period 
of 14 months; later intermittently released 
and rearrested. His relatives were made 
Special targets of repression by National Con- 
ference hooligans. Was elected Secretary 
Plebiscite Front, Anantnag, in 1955. Again 
arrested in September 1957 and locked up 
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in Central Intelligence Bureau Srinagar, 
where subjected to inhuman torture.f High 
Court ordered his release in April 1958, was 
rearrested immediately afterwards; ini 
and brutal treatment continued against him 
to force him to become an approver in a 
Case that the authorities were planning to 
have against Sheikh Sahib, courageously 
resisted this later involved in the Kashmir 
Conspiracy Case. 


Op Sey PAA 2 aa 
+ See Kashmir Conspiracy case Report 1 Page 18. 
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Pir Muhammed Magbool Yalgami 


(Yalgani, Tehsil Handwara) 


AN BOUT 50. An influential Pir and Senior 
D leader of Tehsil Handwara; 
Kashmir; prior to 9th August 1953 was a 
member of the General Council and of the 
District Working Committee of the National 
Conference and President Handwara Tehsil 
National Conference; during raids worked 
hard to protect non-Muslims in raider rid- 
den territory; in 1951 was elected member 
of the State Legislative Assembly and of 
Kashmir State Constituent Assembly, when 
Sheikh Saheb was detained, under protest 
Tesigned from M.L.A-ship and the Consti- 
tuent Assembly, 


Arrested on February 26, 1958, in con- 
nection with Hazratbal riot and Murder 
Case later on also made an accused in the 
Kashmir Conspiracy Case. 


igiti tri 
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Mir Muhammed Magbool Gilani 


(Khanyar Srinagar) 


| mai 55. A Sajada Nashin (Head Priest) 
Lof Khanyar Ziarat in Srinagar (Decen- 
dent of the great Peer Syed Abdul Qadir Gila- 
ni, Peer Dastgeer); held in high veneration 
throughout the Valley for religious back- 
ground. A staunch believer in progressive 
and cosmopolitian outlook. Agrarian reforms 
cost him liquidation of landed estates which 
he volunteerily gave up; during the tribal 
raids his great contribution on the bat 
Front was acknowledged by all concerned 
Indian Army Generals. Azad Kashmir across 
the Cease Fire Line announced a heavy 
prize for his head. Was Administrative 
Officer Uri, 1947-1953 when arrested on 9th 
August, 1953: later released but again ar- 
rested. Since last release on health grounds 
in February 1956, had been staying at Delhi 
in connection with treatment. In 1958 when 
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Sher-i-Kashmir was released, Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad, Union Education Minister, di- 
rected him to go to Srinagar to talk over 
matters with Sheikh Saheb; on his return 
authorities refused him a permit to re-visit 
Srinagar. His health, afterwards, received set 
back and it began to worsen rapidly. Left for 
Bombay for a change with his family under 
an acute attack of amnesia left Bombay 
im June 1958, not to be seen again. Mean- 
while the Kashmir authorities implicated 
him in the Kashmir Conspiracy Case. 
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Pir Mohamad Afzal Makhdooini 
(Khanyar, Srinagar) 
YA, GE 48. Belongs to the Sajada Nashin 
JS Family of the famous Ziarat of Kash- 
mir - Hazrat Sultansul-Aarfeen, Makhdoom 
Sheikh Haraza. Since its inception, a mer- 
ber of the Muslim Conference and later 
on of the National Conference; continuous- 
ly elected President of Khanyar area Srina- 
gar. Seriously injured on 13 July when 
Maharaja's Police opened fire on unarmed 
and unaware people out side the Central 
Jail, Srinagar. Arrested many a time in 
connection with the Freedom Movement 
during Maharaja’s regime and was fined. 
Was included among the victims who were 
tied to the ‘Tiktiki at Thana Maharajganj 
and just escaped canning. During “Quit 
Kashmir” movement interned in the Central 
Jail, Jammu. After 15 months was released 


LE 1 


on medical grounds. 
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At the historic session of the National 
Conference at Sopore in 1945 Pt. Jawahir 
Lal Nehru presented him a medal, a Na- 
tional Flag and alife size photo of Sher-i- 
Kashmir in recognition of his meritorious 
national and organisational work. 

During tribal raids, organised a youth > 
group of his area and took charge of pic- 
kets and guarded the strategic points and 
houses of fellow countrymen; maintained 
Hindu-Muslim harmony. After arrival of the 
Indian Army he was entrusted with the 
delicate work of public relations. 

Arrested in connection with 9th August 
1953 coup and kept in different jails of the 
State. Released in 1955 on medical grounds. 
One of the founder-members of the Plebi- 
scite Front. Later on arrested many a time 
and often kept in detention. 

After his last release he was in Delhi 
for medical check up and treatment, when. 
in May 1958 he was also declared as an 
accused in the Kashmir Conspiracy Case. 


32 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


Mir Ghulam Rasool 

(Rajbagh, Srinagar} j | ; 

A 50. M.Sc (Civil Engineering) from 
4$& Harvard (U.S.A). A permanent mem- 
ba of the Kashmir State Services; held 
important positions as Chief Engineer, Roads 
and Building and Irrigation, Chief Engi- 
neer Planning Departmen: and Chief Engineer 
Irrigation and Fiood Control, in the most 
crucial years of 1947-49. Was largely res- 
ponsible for keeping open the State's only 
line of communication to India over 9,000 
ft. high Benihal pass; built the air-strip 
at Srinagar and strategic roads to Kargil 
(over 11,000 ft. Zojila pass), Teeth- 
wal, Karen and other threatened points on 
the Pak-Kashmir border. Surrendered over 
40 percent of his salary volunteerily in 
view of economic and financial distress 
caused by the tribal raid till ar rested in 
1958. Union Government earlier ofiered 
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him an important job but the State Govt. 
would not spare him. Soon after 1953 coup 
he was put under suspension and then sought 
to be demoted when the High Court inter- 
vened; reinstated but left in forced idleness. 
In 1958 arrested taken into detention, tort. 
ured in the Central Interrogation Centre and 
then made an accused in the Kashmir Cons- 
piracy Case; his guilt lay in his being a 
patriot. and conscientious officer of highest 
integrity plus a personal regard for the: 
national leadership for their role in freeing 
the motherland and building it anew. Loss 
is evidently much more of nations ‘rather 
than his own in disallowing an officer like 
him to serve the community rather than 
the whims of the corrupt rulers. 
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Kh. Ghulam Mohamad Chikkan 


(Karan Nagar, Srinagar) 


YA GE 49. A Law Graduate. One of the 
KW popular, efficient, honest and deligent 
‘officers to be appointed at responsible posts. 
Prior to 1947 held an important post 
in the Income-Tax Department. 1 The 
Emergency Administration appointed him 
as the Deputy Commissioner of Baramulla 
a raider infested uprooted district where 
he tactfully handled, with admirable success, 
the overwhelming problems of refugee re- 
habilitation, law and order, recovery of 
looted property and restoration of the 
collapsed administration. This won him 
recognition from many officers of the Go- 
vernment of India also. 


(See pp. 217-226 of Kashmir Conspiracy Case, report 
IIL and for controversy on the his statement see 
pP- 227-236 of the same report. 
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Later, In 1948-50, due to floods when 
Kashmir was in grips of famine, appointed 


as Director of Food Control. Effectively 
implemented governmental policy of cons- 


tructing food granaries in different districts f 
and created easily accessible centres for 
collection of revenue from the tillers. For | 
the first time in the history of the State, 
introducing rationing in the suburbs and 
the moffusils outside Srinagar City, milling 
ef rice and issuing the same as rations 
from the stores and ruthelessly put down 
malpractices. Confiscated thousands of maun- 
ds of surplus paddy from Ghats and Centres 
going waste. The money from this was 
spent on the development of rural and urban 
population. Food contractors, specially B. 
B. C. (Bakshi Brothers Corporation) looked 
upon him as their arch enemy. ‘Largely 
through his efforts, Kashmir, within a few 
years, was able to scale down food imports 


F3 


from 50,000 to 10,000 tons. 
Under. the Cover of ‘Sth August 1953 
36 | | 
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coup, vested interests took their revenge. 
Since then most persecuted amongst the 
victimised officers. After efforts to bribe 
him having’ often failed arrested jailed and 
continuously persecuted. The latest arrest 
being on’ 25th Feb. 1958 in connection 
with the Hazratbal riot and murder case. 
After 15 days they took him to the Central 
Interrogation Centre] and detained him under 
the : Preventive, Detention Act for 60 days, 
thus taking away his right to seek legal 
redress through courts. No lawyers were 
allowed to see him nor were inembers of 
his family allowed to meet. him. Refused 
to become an approver in the Kashmir, Cons- 
piracy “ase. 


CER 


Mc c 
+See - 4917-228 of Kashmir: Conspiracy Case, 
report Plu and for controversy on his statement 
see pp. 227-236 of the same epo 
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Mirza Ghulam Oadir Beg 
(Sarnal, Anantnag) 

YA GE 60 years. In 1947 when Maharaja's 
D collapsed and govern- 
mental food collections failed, launched a 
procurement scheme and ina few months 
collected 160,000 maunds of shali and maize 
which helped to alleviate the suffering of 
the people. WA 

| He is the elder brother of Mirza 
Muhammed Afzal Beg. Although a perman- 
ent Government employee, he had to suffer 
a lot during the National movement. Even 
though in 1953 as head of the Co-operative 
Department“ he was devoting his exclusive 
attention towards building up a healthy 
co-operative movement in the State, yet 
he was detained alongwith Beg Sahib which. 
he completely reorientated. Earlier he ex- 
tensively toured Israeland wrote a report 
On co-operatives and farming which remains 
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to this day unpublished. 

In 1957 while in detention subjected 
to brutal torture at the Central Interroga- 
tion Centre to force him to become an 
approver against his brother Mirza Muham- 
med Afzal Beg, Sheikh Sahib and others. 
Kept him for over 90 days without adeguate | 
clothing and bedding andin a damp cell. 
Not produced before any court hence at 
that time or later he could not file a 
complaint before the Court against his 
experiences at the Interrogation Centre. 
Legal technicalities arising out of time dis- 
abled him to record his experiences before 
the Court. 

Released and re-arrested 'on February 
26, 1958, and involved in Hazratbal Murder 
and Kashmir Conspiracy Cases. 

He is a cool.calm constructive thinker 
and worker. - MINORA 


e o Q © 
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Kh. Mohammed Amin Vakil 
(Abi Guzar, Srinagar), 

GE 46. Law Graduate. In 1931-32 
mass movement against the then ir- 
responsible Government, joined strikes in 
the school. Once punished as a ring leader. 
Participated first session National Confer- 


ence held at Anantnag in 1939 and. then 
at Srinagar and later on at Anantnag. 


In 1946 “Quit Kashmir” movement. 
courted arrest. d 


During tribal raids, first worked in op- 
erational Headquarters, at Srinagar, then as: 
Emergency Officer, incharge of the ‘Banihal 
area. Disturbances, at Jammu had extended 
its effects in this area and a very dangerous 
situation Prevailed. Branches of the Natio- 
nal Conference were opened; Homeguards 
and Peace Brigade units were formed. 


Large public meetings were held, Muslims, 
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who had fled to jungles, returned to their 
homes and lived a normal life. The road 
was kept clear to facilitate continuous con- 
voy movement through the tunnel during 
the winter season. 


After the Emergency Administration 
was over, worked as Special Officer at 
Banihal, then in 1948 as Wazir Wazarat 
(Deputy Commissioner) of Doda District. 
In December 1949 transferred to Anantnag. 
In 1951 as Director Kashmir Valley Food 
Control, Srinagar. 


Due to the coup d’etat in August 1953, 
relinquished this post as D. F.C. was in 
detention from 24th February 1954, to 10th 
August 1954. Re-arrested at Kud on 3lst 
October 1954. Transferred to Sub-jail Kud 
on 17th April 1955 along with three co- 
detenus to be companion of Sher-e-Kashmir 
and Pt. Kashyap Bandhu. Developed seri- 
ous eye trouble. 


From April 1956 started practice at 
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Srinagar Bar and functioned as one of the 
Defence Counsel in all political cases pen- 
ding before various courts of Srinagar. In 
Dec. 1957 went to Delhi for medical con- 
sultations. On return in February 1958 
re-started legal defence work for political 
cases which he did upto 25th. May 1958 
when he was re-arrested as an accused in the 
Kashmir Conspiracy Case. 
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Mir Muhammed Nazir 


(Jammu Tawi) 


Kak BOUT 50. Belongs to a respectable 
JAA aa Experts) Engineer family 
of Jammu: a retired overseer in the Public 
Works Department; having been a Govern- 
ment employee all along, without any 
political leanings. In 1947 due to killings 
in Jammu his family took refuge in Pun- 
jab which later became a part of Pakistan. 


Before involving him in the Conspiracy 
Case, authorities subjected him to inhuman 
torture in Special Staff at Srinagar, Bara- 
mulla, Uri and treated him brutally especia- 
Ny in the Central Interrogation Centre at 
Srinagar and Jammu for a long time till 
the first hearing of the Kashmir Conspiracy 
Case on llth June 1958 at Kudj | 


+See pp. 18 Kashmir Conspiracy Case Report I. 
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Errata 


Page No. Line For Please read 


3 4 untill until 
18 3 havest honest 
18 5 become became 
20 3 Expolsion Explosion 
21 9 Nobember November 
23 8 Jhangar tc Jhangar etc. 
2227, Last line ase Case 


2 


35 Foot note line 2 Delete ‘the’ after ‘on 
Foreword Para 3 line 1 ‘are who’ ‘who are’ 


do do line6 salavary slavary 
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